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HOW HAS
COVID
IMPACTED
US?
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This study was carried out during April-May 2021

ABOUT US
SEAMS : support and advice for models in France

OUR OBJECTIVES
The aim of this survey was to provide us with
information on how the pandemic has affect
models and actors working in France.

OUR METHOD
This report is the result of data analysis from an
anonymous
survey
elaborated
by
our
volunteer sociologist and social worker.
The survey was active during the months of April
and May 2021. We posted it on social media, and
asked our collaborative agencies to share it
within their networks.

These responses
were collected on a
voluntary basis. Therefore, the sample studied
does not claim to be an exact representation of
the overall population of models and actors
working in France. It does, however, highlight
certain
existing
issues
that
must
be
addressed.
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SEAMSSUPPORT.FR

No questions were obligatory. The following
analysis is based on those surveys that were
at least 2/3 completed. This represents 132
respondents out of 216 (see end of the report
for the characteristics of our respondents).

MODEL AND ACTOR STORIES

SEAMSSUPPORT.FR

"It's really hard to have had no aid since March 2020, to have spent all my
savings and to have no idea what the future for myself and my family will
bring. I have a child and sleep badly just thinking about how to live day to
day."

The quotes that illustrate this report are
exerpted from the free text areas of the survey
and translated into English.
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INCOME
CHANGES IN THE INDUSTRY
"I lost everything. I have to start over, from scratch."

85% of our respondants declared that the pandemic impacted their work:

The 15 "other" responses highlight additional consequences of the pandemic on working as
a model or an actor in France, which include a need or desire to change career, financial
struggles, mental health issues and housing difficulties.
The actual organization of work has also changed: travel has been more complicated, self
tape castings are becoming more common, working abroad has been limited...

SEAMSSUPPORT.FR

Only two people out of the 132 respondents said they benefited from changes in the
profession linked to the health crisis.

"The first quarter of 2020 started well. Regular e-commerce clients, regular
showrooms for every men's fashion week. From the middle of March, I lost 90%
of my contracts and income from modeling. Obviously no aid for our
profession!"
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INCOME
CHANGES IN INCOME
«I have had no contracts since COVID, I'm living on my savings. I am not entitled to
unemployment benefits. I have no income.»

40%

Our respondents declared on average a 40% loss of
income between 2019 and 2020.

loss of income

62%
16%

62% of our respondents declared losing between 40
and 100% of their income since march 2020

people affected

people affected

16% of our respondents earned as much or more in
2020 as they did in 2019

This table shows the overall difference in mean and median
yearly incomes, as well as the income brackets, but does not
reflect the evolution on an individual basis.

There were 85 replies for this question.
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Our data shows considerable variations in respondents' yearly income. Earnings ranged
from 500€/year to 100 000€/year in 2019. In 2020, though the highest income was stable,
the lowest income went down to 0€ in a year.
The median yearly salary of the models who completed our survey shows a 40% decrease in
revenues: in 2019, the median yearly salary is of 25 000€/yr, or 2 000€/month. In 2020, the
median yearly salary is of 1 240€/month.
Most of our respondents have been working in the industry for over 5 years (75% of
respondents). They can be considered as fairly established, so an average 40% loss in
income is significant.
The closer we get to the lower salary brackets, the greater the difference in income
between 2019 and 2020. Indeed, the lower the income, the greater the risk of falling into
precarity. It is essential to facilitate access to social rights.

ACCESS TO
FINANCIAL AID
ACCESSING SOCIAL RIGHTS
"Trouble finding the right boxes to check for my profession on the aid websites."
49 respondents (37%) have benefited from state
funded financial aids since March 2020, even though
67% declared that the pandemic had caused a
decrease in their income. A part of this population is
still not accessing the help it is entitled to.

Have you had access to
any state funded aids
since March 2020 ?

49
80

Yes
No

Only one person benefitted from
chômage
partiel
(partial
unemployment aid).
Decree n°2020-435 of April 16th
2020, allowing models to access
partial unemployment allowances
seems to have been difficult to
apply.

Almost half of the respondents found out about the
different state aids available through their own
research.
Only 8% got information from state services.

SEAMSSUPPORT.FR

This could be the consequence of both public services'
difficulty in supporting models, and models' difficulty
obtaining information specific to their situation.
Facilitating access to basic rights is urgent.
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QUALITY
OF LIFE
AN OVERALL DECREASE IN PARTICIPANTS QUALITY OF LIFE
"I had to move back to Corsica, I couldn't afford to live in Paris. I had no more contracts that would
bring in income."

The health crisis has created a decline
in the economic situation for 78% of
respondents, leading 42% of them to
have difficulties related to housing
(unpaid bills, trouble paying rent, loss of
housing).

More than a quarter of our respondents reported an increase in their addictive
practices (28%). This is a worrying observation, even if the nature of the addictions has
not been specified. More in-depth research on the state of health of models and actors
would be relevant at this stage.

"I have completely lost my motivation."

The number of replies for this question varied from 125 to 128.
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Our results show an overall decrease in
the quality of life of respondents, with a
strong increase in the feeling of
stress (+ 79%) and isolation (+ 69%).
Respondents link these feelings with
lock-downs and the uncertainty of their
future due to COVID-19.

EDUCATION
WHERE EDUCATION FITS IN THE INDUSTRY
"Modeling, for me, stopped overnight. I wasn't ready for a career change, and had a period of
depression for almost a year. Finally, I accepted that it was the end of my career and time to
look for another field that suited me."

44%

51 respondents (38%) took up another
professional activity or training course during the
past year
SEAMSSUPPORT.FR

38%

44% of respondents are registered at the
employment centre (Pôle Emploi)

The number of replies for this question varied from 120 to 132..
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CONCLUSION
This report is a first look at the impact of the pandemic on
models and actors, a public that is too often forgotten. Its
goal is to highlight the difficulties they have encountered
during COVID-19.
Like many other professional fields, the pandemic has had
devastating consequences on the fashion and image
industries.
The responses collected show a decline in the quality of life,
with negative impacts on both personal and professional
aspects. The drastic drop in income (on average 40% less in
2020 than in 2019), the instability of work and the lack of
certainty for the future are some of the anxiety-inducing
factors that models and actors are facing.
In addition to increased feelings of stress and isolation,
there has been an alarming rise in addictions and eating
disorders. In a sector already heavily affected by these
issues, it seems all the more crucial to ensure that appropriate
support is in place and accessible.
We are seeing difficulties for models and actors to obtain
information about which aids they can access, as well as
difficulties in the application process. In fact, only 2% of
respondents had obtained COVID partial unemployment
benefits.
The significant use of state aid —37% of respondents—
leaves us with a bittersweet impression. We can see on the
one hand success in the accessibility of information in
these areas, on the other, a sharp increase in the precarity
of the models and actors interviewed.

SEAMSSUPPORT.FR

Faced with this worrying result, SEAMS will continue to
develop its actions to alleviate this precarity. Support in
accessing
rights,
signposting
towards
specialized
professionals,
promoting
communication
between
organizations that can contribute to the care and support of
models and actors working in France, are part of our priorities.
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RESPONDANTS' CHARACTERISTICS

77%
23%

SEAMSSUPPORT.FR

42% of respondents declared that modeling is
their only professional activity

Women
Men
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18

RESPONDANTS' CHARACTERISTICS

95%

of respondents have
French nationality.

declared

Among the rest, 3% are from the European Union,
2% are outside the European Union.
9% have declared dual nationality (including
French).

3
87
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2

3

6

1

Location of respondents
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